
honored to be the Association’s first guest speaker. 0x1 

the basis of my support of special education in C O ~ ~ K ~ S S  

jY believe we can already consider one another natural 

a l k i e s .  3 am s u r e  that the youtl-rEuL vitality of ysu:c 

organization will lead to earby achievement. Much of 

what you can accomplish rests on Federal. aid to educiitioi? 

f o r  the handicapped, So, if I may, 1 would l ike  to 

discuss  some recent developn‘lents on the subject. 

But before H do, L e t  us look at the causes for 

coacern which you and 3f Itnow will denand even greater 
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have access t o  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  and skiLl.ed in s t ruc t ion  they 

so desperately need. This i s  so even i n  t h e  m i d s t  of t he  

Adn2inistration's program for a Grea t  Society, And even 

a f t e r  President  Kennedy's dedicated leadership in educa t ion ,  

A n d  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  work of Congress over t h e  pas t  decade 

i n  behalf of spec ia l  education. 

The f igu res  descr ibing ths problem we are t r y i n g  

to renzedy are all $00 expressive. At l e a s t  f i v e  m i l l i o n  

school age ch i ldren  i n  t h e  United Sta tes  have ser ious  

mental,-.physical, o r  emotional handicaps which require  

spec ia l  a t t en t ion .  And ye t ,  according t o  t h e  

Education, only t w o  mil l ion  of these ch i ldren  

Off ice  of 

a re  enro l led  

i n  t h e  type of program i n  which t h e  spec ia l  educator serves ,  

T h i s  i s  j u s t  40 percent of the number who s;houLd have 

access t o  special. education ins t ruc t ion .  Obviously about  
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t h a t  our soc ie ty  has  come f r igh ten ingly  close to ignoring 

the 10 percent of its total school age pogulatisn who need 

o u r  m o s t  expert  a t t en t ion ,  Not simply these f e w ,  b u t  

e spec ia l ly  these few. These f e w  who for  the most part were 

born with the i r  handicap. These few who cannot wai t  f o r  

t Q m O r r Q W .  

Un t i l  recent ly  much of the Federal l e g i s l a t i o n  

bene f i t t i ng  the handicapped was signed i n t o  law over 

Congressional res i s tance ,  s ince  education i n  general  was 

considered a s t a t e  and local function. But i n  1957 w i t h  

my support $1 mi l l i on  w a s  appropriated *to the  Cooperative 

Research Program of the U. S, O f f i c e  of Education, Qne 

of the major reasons for authoeizing this program was t o  

provide Federal  suppork for research i n  s p e c i a l  education, 

While the need €or research will ewisk for a s  long a s  we 

can see i n t o  the fu tu re ,  the  t i m e  came for a bold new 
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approach to t h e  teaching of t h e  handicapped, e spec ia l ly  

of t h e  mentally re tarded,  I supported such an approach 

w i t h  t h e  passage of the Mental Retardation F a c i l i t i e s  and 

Community Mental Health C e n t e r s  A c t  of 1963, bel iev ing  that 

t h i s  was a landmark i n  spec ia l  education. It goes f a r  

toward solving t h e  shortage of spec ia l  education teachers  

by authorizing a program of t r a i n i n g  i n  almost a l l  

s p e c i a l t i e s .  $24.5  mil l ion  eanmrked €or  teacher  t r a i h i n g  

has been appropriated and about oae t h i r d  that amount fo r  

f u r t h e r  research. 

The next  g rea t  s t r i d e  made by t h e  Federal  government 

t o  support s p e c i a l  education research was i n  1965 with the 

passage of Public Law 89-105 I which extended research 

au tho r i ty  of t h e  Off ice  of Education .through 1969, 

Beginning with $6 mi l l ion  i n  1966, research grants  w i l l  

amount t o  more than double t h a t  f i g u r e  i n  1969. 
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A brief survey of Federal ly  supported spec ia l  

education research ind ica t e s  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  por t ion  

of money has  gone toward the study of mental retardation 

with s i g n i f i c a n t  cont r ibu t ions  to o u r  knowledge of 

minimal b r a i n  dysfunction. 

L i t t l e  by l i t t l e  w e  a r e  gaining i n s i g h t  i n t o  

the o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e  of emotionally d is turbed  children,. 

while a t  t h e  same tirn:e work continues on t h e  methods 

of approaching t h e  education of t h e  cr ippled and hea l th  

impaired. 

These have been t h e  t h r e e  major a reas  of research, 

Y e t  t h e r e  i s  progress  with speech and hearing problems and 

a l s o  mult iple  handicaps. 

Summing up on accomplishment i n  research, 1: look 

forward t o  t h e  day when t h e  U. S, Office of Education has 

successfuLly completed t h e  establishment of i t s  network 

of centers which w i l l  accumulate, evaluate ,  and disseminate 
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i n s t r u c t i o n a l  mater ia l s  r e l a t e d  t o  spec ia l  education. When 

t h i s  program i s  completed, t h e r e  w i l l  be between t e n  and 

f i f t e e n  such regional  cen ters ,  1 know t h a t  you await 

the operation of these  research and dem~nstration cen te r s  

no less impat ient ly  than I, For t h e  fundamental aim of 

such broad Federal  a s s i s t ance  i s  to put  knowledge and 

s k i l l s  i n t o  t h e  'hands of t h e  educator. 

However v i t a l  t h e  passage of t h e  Mental Retardation 

F a c i l i t i e s  and Cornunity Mental Health Centers A c t  o:E 1963, 

no o the r  education program was as massive as t h e  h i s t o r i c  

Elementary and Secondary E ~ u c ~ ~ ~ Q I - I  Act of 1965. I n  the 

89th Congress w e  took an ~ ~ O E T ~ Q U S  s t e p  forward t o  provide 

unprecedented oppor tuni t ies  for improving educational 

oppor tuni t ies  for a l l  including t h e  handicapped, p a r t i c u l a r l y  

under t h e  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r  program of a i d  t o  deprived chi ldren,  

Though handicapped ch i ldren  w e r e  included i n  thisigrograrnr 
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their participation was not as widespread as expected, To 

correct this 1 intr~duced a new t i t l e  to this basic keqislation 

of 1965 which specifically set aside funds for the handicapped, 

The response has been swift and nearly complete. 

of the needs of the handicapped has led us to the very end 

of the 89th Congress, 9: am proud to say that highly signifi- 

cant amendments to the Elementary and Secondary Education 

A c t  of 1965, which P supported, now await the signature of 

&he President. The most significant of these amendments 

is the new title which will assist the States in the initia- 

tion, expansion and improvement of programs and projects 

f o r  the education of handicapped children at the pre-school, 

elementary and secondary school level. $50 million is 

authorized to be appropriated for Fiscal Year 1967 and 

$150 million is authorized for Fiscal Y e a r  1968. 
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Two other significant provisions call for the United 

States Commissioner of Education to establish the National 

Advisory Committee on Handicapped Children, At least half 

of the members of this committee will be professional 

special educators. The Advisory Committee will review 

the many features of the Elementary and Secondary Education 

Act which deal with the  education of the handicapped. And. 

ft will make recommendations f o r  the improvement of the 

administration of this Act 

by the Office of Education 

and a l l  programs administered 

pertaining to the handicapped. 

Finally we will see the establishent of a Bureau 

for Education and Training of the Handicapped, It will come 

into existence by July 1, 196’9, 2 s  the United States Q f f k c e  

of Education celebrates its Centennial, and let me be among 

first one hundred years of stewardship of Federal education 

lEgls la t ion,  
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Looking back on t h e  record I am p a r t i c u l a r l y  

proud and g r a t i f i e d  t h a t  Z played some p a r t  i n  t hese  

accomplishments by having successfu l ly  sponsored Legis la t ion 

to provide for t r a i n i n g  teachers  for the  mentally re tarded 

and f o r  t h e  deaf and t o  provide for Captioned F i l m s  f o r  

t he  Deaf i n  t h e  85th and 86th Congresses, which a r e  

considered t o  be ‘the foundation upon which a l l  l e g i s l a t i o n  

f o r  t h e  handicapped has  been b u i l t .  1 be l i eve  t h a t  those 

of us  who have t h e  highest. hopes f o r  increasing t h e  

oppor tuni t ies  for handicapped ch i ldren  must r e a l i z e  we 

are beginning t o  win t h e  b a t t l e .  But l e g i s l a t i o n  provides 

only a b luepr in t ,  N o  body of l a w ,  no massive f i n a n c i a l  

a s s i s t ance  w i l l  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  determined and s k i l l f u l  

implementation. If properly implemented, spec ia l  

education programs can e f f e c t i v e l y  br ing  dramatic chancps 

i n t o  t h e  l i v e s  of handicapped youth. We i n  Rhode Island, 
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and indeed across the country, must put our tools to w o r k  

wisely and without delay. 

I urge YQU as members of the Rhode Island Association 

of Special 

dividually 

Education Teschers to place your effor ts  in- 

and organizationally where they will count the 

most. Do it with dedication. And do it now. 

I have great confidence that the name of your 

or9anization will become a valuable addition to the roster 

of those groups which move special  education forward in 

mode Ssland. 


